through a very critical stage of its history. But I sincerely believe that it has the full potential to become a bridge of peace and cooperation in the region. Those of us who love Cyprus and care deeply for its present and future are determined to work ceaselessly for this to happen. For this, however, we need sympathetic understanding and effective support, and your great country is uniquely placed to provide both of these.
Before I proceed further, it would be useful to define what is meant by the "Cyprus Question." As an international problem, the question of Cyprus has been through various phases. In the fifties, it meant the Greek Cypriot struggle against the colonial power (Great Britain) for self-determination, and it was examined as such in successive sessions of the United Nations General Assembly. It acquired an additional international dimension when Britain, through the London Conference of 1955, sought to enlist the support of Turkey (which had renounced all rights to Cyprus through the Treaty of Lausanne in 1923) in order to avert the union of Cyprus with Greece. At the same time, under the old principle of divide et impera, Britain instigated and encouraged the Turkish Cypriot minority to assert itself and advocate in the first stage, the continuation of British rule and, in a later stage, the partition of the island and its annexation to Turkey. This phase ended with the ZurichLondon Agreements of 1959 which established the independence of Cyprus within a rigid and inflexible framework of a Constitution and Treaties (the "Treaty of Establishment," the "Treaty of Guarantee," and the "Treaty of Alliance") which were worked out by the Governments of Greece, Turkey, and the United Kingdom and which the leaders of the people of Cyprus had no choice but to accept without any modification. Following the completion of the transitional arrangements, the Republic of Cyprus was declared an independent state in August 1960 and, in September of the same year, was admitted to membership of the United Nations.
The second phase of the Cyprus Question was the period from December 1963 to July 1974. The complicated and rigid Constitution proved unworkable in certain important respects, and bona fide efforts for amending it were made on the basis of the 13-point proposals put forward by President Makarios. However, the attempted negotiations between the two Cypriot communities were frustrated through the outright rejection of these proposals by the Turkish Government. As a result, intercommunal violence broke out in December 1963. Amid threats and acts of intervention by Turkey, the Cyprus Government appealed to the Security Council of the United Nations seeking protection under the Charter against outside interference. Following the abortive London Conference in January 1964, the Security Council considered the issue in depth and adopted the landmark resolution 186 in March 1964. This resolution, which was adopted by consensus, was based on the premise that under the Charter, the use and the threat of force in
